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Opening Statement delivered by Excellency Ieng Mouly 

Senior Minister and Chairperson of the National AIDS Authority at the 

Plenary Meeting

 

The Meeting Room D, Council Ministers Building 

Phnom Penh, October 21, 2014 

 

Excellencies, Lok Chum Teav, Ladies and Gentlemen, members of NAA, 

development partners and civil societies 

 

On behalf of the NAA leaders and myself it is my great pleasure today at this 

important 2nd plenary meeting, to welcome and express great thanks to you all who 

are present in this meeting today. I would like to take this opportunity to appreciate  

all who work hard both physically and conscientiously. You together actively  lead, 

manage and facilitate the national multi-sectoral and comprehensive response to HIV 

and AIDS at all levels. This will enable us to gain the success planned and targeted in 

controlling the HIV epidemic in Cambodia in 2014 and into the future. 

 

I would like to remind the meeting that in the  2014 work plan, the plenary meeting 

agreed it should be organized biannually.  

 

Referring to the decisions made by the last 2 plenary meetings on 2nd November 2013 

and on 1st June 2014, our achievements show that: 
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Firstly, there is the official decision from the government to adopt the new 7 point 

policy in response to HIV and AIDS in Cambodia.  

Secondly, there is the approval in principle from the government in sending the 

GARPR report (2012-2013) to the UN.  

Thirdly, there is the approval in principle from the government to apply to be a host 

country candidate to organize the International AIDS Conference in Asia and the 

Pacific in 2017.  

In addition, we are requesting further support from government to increase the 

national budget and to advocate for more external budget. 

 

Excellencies, Lok Chum Teav, Ladies and Gentlemen 

On our meeting agenda today, we are gathered to: review together the progress, 

effectiveness and achievement made by the implementation of the NSP III; review 

the 2014 national work plan to make us clearer about the level of our success; identify 

the gap that needs to be filled in order to prepare the concept note for GFATM and 

ensure the NSP IV (2016-2020) is relevant and accurate.  

 

Together we all have to participate in achieving the Three Zeros by  2020. This means 

that  we must have the right strategy, right policy and right resources to defeat the 

HIV and AIDS epidemic, and minimise the risk and vulnerability of the target 

groups in Cambodia. 

 

Excellencies, Lok Chum Teav, Ladies and Gentlemen 

In general, the HIV and AIDS epidemic in the world is declining even though some 

countries are still in the serious stage of epidemic. By 2013, there were 35milion 

PLWHIV in the world. Since the start of the epidemic around 78 million people have  

become infected with HIV and 39million people have died of AIDS related illnesses. 

The rate of new HIV infections has declined by about 38% since 2001. By 2013, there 

were about 2.1million new HIV infections while there were 3.4 million new HIV 

infections in 2001. The rate of AIDS related death has also consistently declined by 

about 35% since the peak in 2005. By 2013 there were 1.5 million AIDS related deaths 

while it was 2.4 million in 2005. 
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In particular, the HIV and AIDS epidemic in Cambodia is in  decline;   since 1998 

when the HIV prevalence peaked at 1.7% to between 0.7% to 0.6% even to 0.4% by 

2014. The number of new cases of HIV is also declining from the peak of 5,814 cases 

in 2000 to 789 in 2014. The AIDS cases are also declining from the peak as 6,657 in 

2004 to 3,074 in 2014 that increased a little bit compared to previous years. Based on 

the latest information on HIV and AIDS status in Cambodia, there are 72,545 PLHIV, 

52,662 PLWHIV who need ART and 45,463 PLWHIV who are receiving ART. 

Therefore, Cambodia is described as a successful country in controlling HIV and 

AIDS effectively. 

 

After my opening speech, there are some presentations on the progress and key 

achievements made by us in 2014. This will be  followed by the presentation on the 

draft of the Concept Note for the Global Fund and the presentation on the draft of 

the NSP IV concept (2016-2020) from the technical group of the NAA secretariat. 

Therefore, we need your active participation in discussing and providing comments 

or suggestions on these two important draft documents. This will make  them more 

concise and ensure they reflect clearly the recent HIV epidemic and the priority 

needs of the HIV and AIDS response. We need to select and use cost effective 

interventions due to the reduction of HIV and AIDS funding throughout the world . 

 

I strongly hope that the result of this important meeting today is very useful for the 

technical group to use in finalizing these two important documents along with clear 

resource needs identified to respond to HIV and AIDS effectively starting from 2015 

onward. 

 

To save time for the discussion, I would end my opening speech now and I would 

like to wish you all health and to actively participate in the discussions to get the 

results as expected. Finally, I would officially declare the opening of the second 

plenary meeting in 2014.                 

Thank You 


