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Summary Report 

H.E. Senior Minister IENG Mouly  

Chair of the National AIDS Authority 

On World AIDS Day, 01 December 2018 
 

At Chaktomuk Conference Hall on 01 December 2018 

 

 

 My highest respect to venerable monks; 
 

My sincere respect to: 

 

 H.E. YIM Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister; 
 Excellency, Lork Chumteav Members of the Senate, National Assembly, Royal 

Government and leaders of all relevant ministries/institutions;  
 H.E., Lork Chumteav Ambassadors and Diplomatic Representatives to the 

Kingdom of Cambodia. 
 Director of UNAIDS in Cambodia; 
 Representatives of civil society organizations, network of people living with 

HIV/AIDS, network of key persons, national and international guests, and all 

students! 
 

Today, on behalf of the leaders of the National AIDS Authority, I am greatly honored 

to host the auspicious event of 25th World AIDS Day, 1 December 2018, under the 

theme of "Together, we are committed to end HIV/AIDS by 2025". 

First of all, I would like to express my due respect to H.E. Yim Chhay Ly, Deputy 

Prime Minister, highly esteemed representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena 

Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, for presiding 

over this event. This clearly demonstrates the high attention and strong political 

commitment of the Royal Government of Cambodia in combating HIV/AIDS in 

Cambodia, which is the key determining factor for the remarkable success leading to 

the continued recognition and high evaluation from national and international bodies.  

We, the leaders of the National AIDS Authority, leaders of ministries and capital / 

provincial institutions that are members of the National AIDS Authority as well as all 

partners, are ready to accept and follow the new recommendations from your 

excellency Deputy Prime Minister in order to successfully achieve our goal by 

ending AIDS by 2025. 

 

On behalf of the Royal Government, the National AIDS Authority regularly organizes 

the World AIDS Day on  December 1st in order to express the commitment of the 

Royal Government of Cambodia in the response to  HIV/AIDS, supporting people 

living with HIV/AIDS who remain vulnerable and remembering the tragedy of people 

dying of AIDS as well as reminding people throughout the country to always remind 
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ourselves about the risk of HIV/AIDS, so that we all are able to continue our 

commitment in eradicating the spread of HIV and contribute to the development of a 

world without HIV/AIDS. 

 

Over the past two decades of the HIV/AIDS response, Cambodia has consistently 

been implementing  the United Nations Policy and Strategic Plan, including the 2020 

Three Zeros Target (Zero new HIV infection, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-

related death) and 95-95-95 goal by 2025 (95% of people living with HIV/AIDS know 

about their HIV status, 95% of people living with HIV/AIDS are diagnosed and receive 

regular anti-retroviral treatment and 95% of those on ARV therapy with suppressed 

load). This policy and strategic objective has been incorporated into the National 

Strategic Plan IV for Comprehensive and  Multi-Sectoral response to HIV/AIDS 

(2015-2020) in the commitment that no one is left without care for the purpose of 

building a new generation free from HIV/AIDS.  

 

On this delightful occasion, I would like to highlight some key achievements in 2018 

in our response to HIV/AIDS to your excellency Deputy Prime Minister, your 

excellency, ladies and gentlemen as follows: 

  

- According to the Cambodian HIV epidemic monitoring system, since 1997, 

HIV epidemic has started to decline gradually in all target groups. In fact, 

HIV prevalence rate among people aged 15 to 49 has dropped to just 0.6% 

in 2018. This means that Cambodia has been able to control the spread of 

HIV successfully, and is expected to further decrease in the near future. 

- Public awareness raising programs on HIV/AIDS have been implemented 

regularly throughout the country with all means such as public and private 

media, social media, outreach awareness, and incorporating and 

mainstreaming into local forums. 

- In addition, promoting the use of condoms 100% of the times and 

encouragement to seek councelling and  take blood test for HIV have 

reached over 90% of the target groups. 

- 94% of pregnant women have received antiretroviral drugs to reduce the 

risk of mother-to-child-transmission, and the rate of the transmission has 

decreased to only 6%, a sign that Cambodia is on track to eradicating the 

transmission from mother to child. 

- By 2018, approximately 60,000 people living with HIV/AIDS have been 

receiving antiretroviral therapy free of charge. 

- Discriminating and stigmatizing against people living with HIV/AIDS will be 

eliminated in the near future because no case of discrimination and stigma 

throughout the country was reported in 2018. 

- Through the tireless and endless humanitarian work of the Cambodian Red 

Cross under the leadership of Samdech Kittipritbandit Bun Rany Hun 
Sen, Chair of the Cambodian Red Cross and and a remarkable national 

figure of the Asia-Pacific Leadership Forum on HIV/AIDS in Cambodia, over 

90% of the infected people and those suffered from HIV/AIDS have received 
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social support in all aspects such as food, shelter, education, health care, 

capacity building, and career development. 

- In July 2017, in Paris, the Kingdom of Cambodia was evaluated by UNAIDS 

as among only 7 countries in the world to achieve the 90-90-90 target 

before the end of 2020, in which Cambodia has made the following 

achievements: 

o 86% of all HIV-infected people have tested for HIV. 

o 98%   Of all HIV-infected persons have been treated with antiretroviral 

drugs (ARV) . 

o 80% of those receiving antiretroviral therapy were found to have 
low level of HIV in the blood, which is no longer a threat to the HIV-

positive people. 

 

Overall, based on the progress and achievements of 2018 as mentioned above, we 

can conclude that Cambodia is on track to achieve the goal of eliminating the HIV 

epidemic by 2025. This is a remarkably fruitful result of the national investment for the 

wellbeing of the people and the national economy. Moreover, a recent study by 

UNAIDS shows that the country ranks number one in helping people avoid HIV 

infection in the Asia-Pacific region in the last 26 years, and we have prevented more 

than 900,000 people from HIV infection and 600,000 people from AIDS-related 

deaths. This successful result acts as a testimony for our decision over the needs of 

additional investment for the purpose of eliminating the spread of this vicious virus. 

On behalf of the National AIDS Authority and all PLHIV, I would like to express 

my profound gratitude for the wise dedication and commitment of the leadership and 

the wisdom of Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister and Samdech Kittiprittbandit 

Bun Rany Hun Sen, President of the Cambodian Red Cross, for always supporting 

the strategic policies effectively and especially for increasing the national budget 

every year, so that the National AIDS Authority has the capacity to expand its regular 

scope of work. 

Strategically, our immediate response is to focus on the search for the 

remaining 8,000 HIV positive people and give them access to ARV treatment and 

and look after the patients with regular care in order to prevent the occurrence of drug 

resistance. To achieve this, together with the effective strengthening of the health 

care system, we have to work together to reduce the barriers that prevent people 

from getting access to prevention and health care. In order to act successfully and 

ensure the sustainability of responding to HIV/AIDS in the long run, the National AIDS 

Authority has introduced key strategies as follows: 

 Cooperate with the Ministry of Interior, mainstream HIV/AIDS awareness 

into commune/sangkat development and investment according to the 

standard operating procedures of integration of HIV/AIDS activities into 

commune/sangkat development plan and investment plan, and 

village/commune safety policy, so that commune/sangkat are able to help 

detect new HIV cases and provide access to medical care, facilitate an 
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enable environment and support for poor families of people living with 

HIV/AIDS. 

 Acknowledge that PLHIV as vulnerable, and cooperate with the Ministry of 

Planning in order to provide ID Poor for poor PLHIV families, so that they 

are able to receive health care and social support. 

 Integrate response to HIV/AIDS into a wide range of sectors such as 

health, education, social affairs, labor, women affairs, tourism, 

decentralization, deconcentrazation and commune/sangkat development.  

 Acknowledge the important role of civil society organizations in responding 

to HIV/AIDS and continue to support their engagement by providing 

governmental funding and the national budget.   

 Cooperate with relevant ministries and institutions for the purpose of 

disseminating relevant laws and to promote awareness of HIV prevention 

among key population groups, youth, employees, enterprises, institutions, 

immigrants, and tourism. 

 

According to a survey on investment requirement for HIV (business case), we need a 

budget of 20 million US dollars per year until 2020, or 60 million US dollars in total 

while we have received only 41.6 million US dollars from the Global Fund 

commitment for three years, from 2018 to 2020, and we don't know yet about a 

budget after 2020. Therefore, we have no choice but to prepare to entirely own the 

intervention in the future. In fact, since 2015, the Royal Government contributed 1.5 

million US dollars per annum and is committed to contributing the same amount until 

2020 and to be responsible for the cost of contract staff with a budget of about 1 

million US dollars for the following years.  

Based on the uncertainties of global politics and economy, Cambodia has moved 

from a low-income to lower medium-income country, which is a reason that foreign 

aid financing the combating of HIV/AIDS has subsequently decreased. We believe 

that the national budget will gradually replace donor funding aid and will completely 

cover every cost in this sector in order to maintain the sustainability in combating the 

spread of HIV and AIDS in the kingdom of Cambodia. 

 

Before I conclude, I would like to appreal for further support from your excellency 
Deputy Prime Minister, the Royal Government of Cambodia,  and Development 

Partners to increase the financial support, so that we are able to maintain the 

sustainability of the implementation of the 4th National Strategic Plan aiming to 

achieve the strategic goals of successfully eliminating the spread of HIV by 2025, and 

I would like to call on all Cambodian people to join hands in realizing the commitment 

with the National AIDS Authority as follows: 

 

 HIV/AIDS issues in the Kingdom of Cambodia and in the Asia-Pacific region 

have not ended and remain at a serious challenge. 
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 All people shall participate in the prevention of HIV infection, early to have 

blood testing and early to receive medical treatment in order to end 

HIV/AIDS. 

 All entertainment worker and their clients shall use condoms regularly and 

properly every sexual intercourse. 

 Cambodian men shall be actively responsible for themselves, their wives, 

partners, and children in staying away from the tragedy of HIV/AIDS. 

 All youth shall not have premature sex (be abstinent) and shall stay away 

from drug, which is a high risk factor for HIV transmission.  

 All pregnant women shall receive an HIV testing, and in case of positive, 

they shall seek urgent care to prevent mother-to-child transmission at public 

health centers or hospitals throughout the country. 

 Those involved in high risk behavior should quickly seek early HIV testing at 

health centers or public hospitals or a network of civil society organizations 

to access timely care. 

 Those who know that they are HIV positive shall seek medical treatment as 

soon as possible and strictly follow doctor advice in order to prevent health 

degradation and avoid antirevoral drug resistance, a cause of AIDS-related 

dealth. 

 We all shall consider that PLHIV are members of our family, community, and 

society, who have contributed and continue to contribute to our national 

economy, and we shall eliminate all forms of discrimination and stigma 

against them by providing all kinds of support. 

 All interventions to HIV and to people living with HIV/AIDS should be based 

on the principles of equity, gender equality and human rights.  

Once again, on behalf of the National AIDS Authority, I would like to express my 

profound thanks to H.E. Yim Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister and, through your 

excellency, to Samdech Akka Moha Sena Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the 

Kingdom Cambodia and Samdech Kittiprittbandith, President of the Cambodian 

Red Cross, for always providing political and strategic support for  HIV/AIDS 

interventions, especially increasing the annual budget for the National AIDS Authority 

to expand its regular strategic activities.  

Thank you, members of the National AIDS Authority, the United Nations, bilateral and 

multilateral Development Partners, Global Fund, National and International NGOs, 

Civil Society Organizations, Private Organizations, actor/actress who are goodwill 

ambassadors in the combating of HIV/AIDS, networks of key people, and all youth, 

as well as citizens who have actively contributed to the realization of a remarkable 

achievement for the country at this juncture. 

 

Finally, may I wish H.E. Yim Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister,  good health, strength 

and wisdom to continue leading Cambodia out of the threat of HIV/AIDS.  
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My high appreciation goes to all the members of the organizing committee for 

organizing this event successfully. I would like to wish all the participants the four 

gems of Buddhist blessings: longevity, nobility, happiness, and strength. 

 

   Thank you! 


